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Science and  Spiritual Quest  
A Tribute to Dr. T. D. Singh on his 70 th Birth Anniversary  

A Report of the 3 rd All India Studentsõ Conference  

on Science and Spiritual Quest held at Tirupati, AP, India, Dec 22 -23, 2007 

 

The first five Solvay conferences  betwee n 1911 and 1927 revolutionized the 20th century 

physics. The 1927 gathering devoted to quantum physics was attended by Einstien, 

Planck, Schrodinger, Bohr, Heisenberg, Born, Pauli, De Broglie, and Dirac  who changed 

our world view forever .  

With a similar i ntention to bring revolution in synthesis of science and spirituality , Dr. T. D. 

Singh, the founder -director of the Bhaktivedanta Insitute , initiated a series of conferences 

in the field of science and spirituality since 1980s. These conferences along with  his 

publications had major contributions in the rapid developments in the field of science 

and spirituality in last three decades. He  intensified his effort in the year 2005 when he 

launched a series of annual All India Conferences in the land of spiritua lity, India , bringing 

together cream intellectuals and students .  

The third  in the series , Third All India Studentsõ Conference on Science and Spiritual Quest 

held during Dec 22 -23, 2007, at Tirupati is a ground breaking gathering towards this vision . 

The keynote speaker of the conference is none other than Nobel Laureate Professor 

Roger Kornberg who delivered a remarkable lecture on òThe Knowable Nature of 

Scientific Truthó. Professor Kornberg is a Winzer Professor in Medicine in the Department of 

Structural Biology at Stanford University. He received Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2006 "for 

his studies of the molecular basis of eukaryotic transcription".  

In order for our bodies to make use of the information stored in the genes, a copy must 

first be made an d transferred to the outer parts of the cells. There it is used as an 

instruction for protein production ð it is the proteins that in their turn actually construct the 

organism and its function. The copying process is called transcription. Roger Kornberg  

was the first to create an actual picture of how transcription works at a molecular level. 

Kornberg described how the genetic information is copied from DNA into what is called 

messenger -RNA. The messenger -RNA carries the information out of the cell nucleus  so 

that it can be used to construct the proteins.  
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According to Kornberg, the ôquestõ for knowing ôwhat lies beyondõ, an urge to 

understand the ôunknowableõ is our remarkable characteristic and provides a vital 

platform for connection between science and spirituality. òWhat is remarkable is that we 

try at all, that we feel impelled to do so,ó says Kornberg. òWe will expend enormous effort 

to do so.  We will take mortal risks and endure great suffering to do so.  Obvious 

examples are the exploration of eart hly and outer space, the pursuit of knowledge, and 

the creation of art and literature, to name just a few.  The goal is accomplishment, 

testing the limits of the possible, and knowing what lies beyond.ó 

Streching beyond the limits of known, Prof. Kornberg expressed, òé the subject of 

science and spirituality é sought to reconcile two very different approaches to the most 

fundamental questions of our existence, the questions of our origins and of our destiny. 

Their answers have in common ground an appeal to unknowable aspects of Nature.ó 

The conference was a unique mix of biologists, physicists, chemists, mathematicians , 

engineers, academicians, students  and spiritualists sitting together for a voyage towards 

the Ultimate Reality, for unfolding the deeper que stions of life and the universe. Over 

1400 leading scientific and spiritual thinkers, including 750 undergraduate and 

postgraduate students, from more than 100 leading academic institutions like Indian 

Institute of Technology (IITs), NITs, IISc, AIIMS, IIMs, ISB, Central and State Universities, etc., 

and  most influential R&D institutions of India such as Bhabha Atomic Research Center 

(BARC), ISRO, DRDO, IICT,  DRDL, etc., and a few top universities like MIT, Stanford, Oxford, 

etc., from abroad participated in this soul-enriching event.  

The Inaugural address was delivered by famous mathematician from Colorado State 

University, Prof. J.N. Srivastava, the discoverer of ôSrivastava Codesõ, ôBose-Srivastava 

Algebrasõ, and many other mathematical discoveries. He spoke on òWhy More of 

Science and Spirituality but Less of Religion for World Peace and Prosperity?ó Abhishek 
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Tiwari, a Ph.D. student at University of Illinois at Urbana -Champaign, USA , a former B.Tech 

student of Computer Science from IIT Kanpur delivere d a talk on ôMolecular Intelligenceõ.  

One of the landmark events of the conference was honoring the Winners of the Essay 

Competition. Bhaktivedanta Institute, to stimulate creative thinking in students for a 

balanced growth of scientific and spiritual adv ancement and to support outstanding 

students in their pursuit of knowledge launched an attractive Essay competition in year 

2006. Every year, t he institute makes an open announcement to students to write essays 

on òIndia should focus on a balanced growth of scientific temper and spiritual wisdomó 

or similar topic and first three selected candidates are awared cash prizes.  

The winners of 2007 prizes were: Vivek Kaul, Georgia Institute of Technology, USA who 

won the first prize for his brilliant essay ; T. K. Nityashree, NIT Tiruchirapalli, TN, India won 

second and Chandrakanth Gadipelly, Wilson College, Mumbai University, India was 

rewarded the Third Prize. The prizes along with medals were handed over to the winners 

by Prof. Damodar Acharya, Director of th e Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur, 

a leading science and technology institution of India.  òWhatever maybe our 

technological advancements, spiritual elements are equally necessary for a complete 

growth of our students,ó remarked Prof. Acharya, encouraging all the participating 

students. òIt is extremely important to keep track of our moral and ethical values 
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